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THREE MAYFLOWER HOUSES

The Richard Sparrow House, the first two pictured below, is the oldest surviving house in Plymouth. Built around
1640, it is located at 42 Summer Street. Sparrow was a surveyor in England, and arrived in Plymouth in 1636. Today,
the house is a museum and art gallery.

Next is the Jabez Howland house, the only existing house where the Pilgrims actually spent some time. The original two
story timber framed house consisted of a porch, a hall and a hall chamber. It was built by Jacob Mitchell in 1667, and was
bought by Jabez who was the son of John Howland and Elizabeth Tilley Howland, two of the Mayflower Pilgrims. The
Howlands sold the house in 1680, and it remained a private residence until 1915. In the 1940s, it was restored to its 17th
Century appearance. Today, The John Howland Society owns and operates the house as an historic house/museum. It is

open for tours from June to the end of October.
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The house pictured above is the Mayflower House Museum purchased by the General Society of Mayflower Descendants in
1941.

The house was built in 1754 by Edward Winslow, the great grandson son of Edward Winslow, the third governor of Plym-
outh Colony. During the Revolutionary War, this great grandson was a Tory, a man who remained loyal to the British govern-
ment. In 1775, he refused to take an oath of allegiance to the rebel government, and as a result he lost his jobs and left for
New York which was still under British control. He evacuated from New York with the rest of the British and went to Nova
Scotia. Winslow died in Halifax in 1784.

Because Winslow had abandoned his house, it was sold and each new owner renovated it. In 1813, the house went to
Charles Jackson, a wealthy and prominent ship owner and merchant. Both he and his wife died in 1818, and the house
passed to his heirs. In 1835, Lydia, Jackson’s daughter, used the house for her wedding to Ralph Waldo Emerson. They didn’t
continue to live in Plymouth. Instead, they moved to Emerson’s house in Concord, Massachusetts, where he gained fame as
an American essayist, lecturer, abolitionist and poet who led the Transcendentalist movement.

In 1872, the Jackson family sold the house to Lucia Briggs, the wife of Reverend Doctor George W. Briggs, formerly the asso-
ciate minister at the First Parish Church in Plymouth. In 1897, their son, George Russell Briggs, opened the house to the
public as part of Plymouth’s Summer Celebration.

In 1898, the house was sold again, this time to Charles Willoughby, a Chicago merchant and real estate investor. Willoughby
purchased a group of houses on Plymouth Beach to enlarge his property. Unfortunately, in 1898, a series of strong storms
made the house uninhabitable. Even though no one could live in the house, Willoughby continued renovations, and he
hired architect Joseph Everett Chandler, an authority on restoration of old new England houses. By 1890, the house was
undergoing major renovations. Chandler abolished two wings, moved the house back 30 feet and raised it 5 feet. He added
the cupola, side doors and a new roof. He then added two wings onto the original house and a covered porch. He created a
Colonial revival garden and held many parties and afternoon teas there. A formal dining room was added for dinner parties.




In 1919, after Charles Willoughby’s death, his widow, along with Grace, his daughter, continued to live there. They purchased
the house next door and tore it down so they had a better view of Plymouth Rock and the ocean. Land was added to the garden
and, to protect the grounds from the public, they built a six foot red brick wall for the south and east sides. In 1930, a solarium
was added off the library. The house you see today is the same as it was in the Willoughby’s time. The Mayflower House's gar-
den is beautiful and is often used today for special occasions.

After Grace’s mother died, Grace offered the house for sale, and it was bought in 1941 by the members of Mayflower Society
who changed the name from the Winslow House to the Mayflower Society House. In December 1941, the house was turned over
to the Plymouth Chapter of the Red Cross that used it as their local headquarters throughout WWII. The members shipped over-
seas whatever was needed, they sent messages, and held blood drives.
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In February 1943, this bedroom was designated as the Governor General’s room. The governor of the General Society is wel-

come to stay here anytime.

Unfortunately, in 2020, after a plumbing leak, it was discovered that the house needed extensive restoration and repair. Damage
was found in the basement, the foundation, the chimney, the attic, the library, and the 125 year old copper dome. Even the 93
windows and shutters needed to be repaired. Trained artisans were hired to restore the house to the way it was in the 18th cen-
tury when Willoughby lived there. All repairs and restorations will be completed by the Fall of 2023, and the house will once again
be open to visitors and tours, and will take its place as the starting point of all the evenings of Pilgrim Progress.
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We love to hear about the books we sent you. We had a Thank You from Casimir. He said he will use The Pilgrims of Plimoth in
his studies.

Addie said “Thank You” as did J.T. J.T. said he couldn’t wait to read The Pilgrim Chronicles to “learn about the history of our an-

cestors”.

Nathaniel received his first book and sent us a picture.

SENIORS:

MSMD offers scholarships. Check the MSMD Website. Look under Juniors and then Scholarships. Apply for
one of them!

REQU EST: i you change your address, please let us know!! We can’t send you the Compact or your

book if we don’t know where you are.

Clothespin Turkey

Color, cut out body & legs.
Glue legs to clothespins and clip
clothespins to body to make legs.

Springtimetreadts.blogspot.com



The Pilgrims
Word Search

DIRECTIONS: Find and circle the vocabulary words in the grid.
Look for them in all directions including backwards and diogonally.
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Return Address

Massachusetts Society
of Mayflower Descendants

175 Derby Street , Suite 13

Hingham, MA 02043-4036
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