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By December 11, 1620, there had been a hard frost and the Pilgrims were wet and cold. When the morning of the 11th dawned 

bright and sunny, the leaders set off in their shallop to find someplace that 

would shelter them from the harsh winter. They came ashore on land they 

named Clark’s Island, in honor of the mate who had first stepped onto it, 

but that sandy piece of land was not what excited them. What they saw was 

a “bay greater than Cape Cod,” that was “compassed with a goodly land” 

and was in in “in fashion like a sickle or fish hook.”    The leaders knew that 

here was a place that could give them success.  On December 15, the May-

flower set sail from Provincetown. Unfortunately, when they were within six 

miles of the Bay, the head winds stopped them, so it wasn’t until December 

16, that the boat managed to anchor at the tip of what today is Plymouth 

Beach. 

On July 22, 2014 , 87 descendants of those 102 Mayflower passengers viewed 

Plymouth Harbor from the sea, just as the Pilgrims had almost 400 years ago. Our boat was the Pilgrim Belle, anchored beside the 

Mayflower II. We did not have to name the land, check for sand bars or wonder what we were seeing. We had Vicki Orman from 

Plimoth Plantation and Kenneth Foseick, our Pilgrim Belle captain to tell us. 

None of us had seen Plymouth Bay, Plymouth Rock, or Mayflower II  from the sea. Our day was clear and sunny; no head wind 

stopped us. Instead, a cooling breeze greeted us as we passed the  hold of  Mayflower II and saw those small cargo windows, inch-

es from the water, which, during our ancestors' voyage,  would have provided  the only light and air for most of their journey. A 

shallop was anchored beside the Mayflower just as the original had been in 1620,  before it moved into a break in the landscape 

created by a river which the Pilgrims would name "Jones River" after their captain, 

and which would provide the Pilgrims with the best water ..."we ever drank." 

Our paddle boat moved  past the portico which holds what is left of Plymouth Rock 

whose authenticity will forever be surrounded by questions.  We then turned away 

from the "forested land",  and with the sound of the boat's paddles , moved 

smoothly over waters that once brimmed with "good fish in their season "out  to-

ward the Gurnet, the Spit, Clark's Island and Bug Light.  How obvious was both the 

fishhook shape of the land marking the entrance to the Bay, and the understanding 

that  every  gale could move the sand and change the lane of safe sailing. 
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PILGRIM   BELLE 



 

Peregrination cont... 

As we headed back to our dock, the "great hill" later named Cole's Hill,  was still the highest point 

on land. It was already cleared when the Pilgrims arrived, and offered a panoramic view of the sea 

all the way to Cape Cod. The hill would make planting easier and the view would provide a lookout 

for approaching strangers.  

         

Ryan MacDonald thought the paddle wheels were 

better when he was sitting below them and could see 

them turning. He also liked the story of the Forefa-

ther’s Monument. 

The story of the Mayflower’s main beam buckling  

stood out to J.T. Toomey 

Cornelia Nisbet loved 

everything they saw, 

especially the ocean and 

the beaches. 

 

 

Abigail Arthur loved every-

thing, especially the ocean 

and beaches. She liked getting 

food on the boat and won-

dered if the Pilgrims could get 

peanut butter and crackers on 

the Mayflower. 

      The Mayflower’s  

Shallop 

      Bug Light 

Many of us adults on the Pilgrim Belle in 2014, wondered how we 

would have fared on the Mayflower in 1620. Would we have had 

the physical and mental strengths to survive? The skills? 

We disembarked and back on land after another successful and 

thought provoking Peregrination, we once again marveled at the 

bravery, determination and stamina of such a small group of men 

and women. We agreed with our passengers that Faith’s up-

stretched arm on the Forefathers’ monument, visible among the 

treetops throughout our two hour sailing, accurately reflected our 

ancestors’ beliefs in Morality, Law, Education and Liberty. When we 

remember our forefathers by tracing the steps of their 

journey, we applaud, praise and thank them. We 

would not be here without their strength, intelligence 

and sacrifice. 

What stood out to Graham was 

the story of the main beam buck-

ling under pressure so that the 

Pilgrims had to use an iron screw, 

all they had on hand, to repair it. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/b82kae7e9gczbpv/IMG_6623.JPG


 

Alice Mohnkern, Judith   Need-

ham, and Ginny Mucciaccio 

enjoy the day. 

 

 

NEW JUNIOR MEMBERS 

AND SPONSORS 

Junior Member                                                                                          Sponsor 

Kassidy Grace Traill     Judith Ann Chisholm 

Lucy Ellen Kossuth     Ann Frenning Kossuth 

Christopher Donald Bishop    Dawn Shurtleff Bishop 

Jonathan Patrick Bishop    Dawn Shurtleff Bishop 

Nicholas George Bishop    Dawn Shurtleff Bishop 

Alison Rees Famulare       Mary Louise Rees Famulare 

Emily Elizabeth Todorov    Mary Louise Rees Famulare 

Katrina Arden Letarte Mueller    MaryEllen Lewis Letarte 

Elinore Celeste Ross     MaryEllen Lewis Letarte 

Emily Falardeau     Helen Carrington Falardeau 

Jeffrey Falardeau     Helen Carrington Falardeau 

Heather Augusta Downing    Dawn Ann Dearborn Pereira 

Marin Lucy Peck     Lucy Cushman Peck 

Addison Lucy McKeeman    Maeve M. McKeeman 

Kayden April Lynch     Burton Thayer Chandler 

Kelly Elizabeth Johnson    Joyce Lynn Johnston Johnson 

Megan Grace Johnson    oyce Lynn Johnston Johnson 

Sarah Adeline Johnson    Joyce Lynn Johnston Johnson 

Elizabeth Sara St. Pierre    Joyce Lynn Johnston Johnson 

Blake Susan Aldrich Linder    Beth Anderson Godfrey 

Christopher Jerrold Skelton    Joan Lou Grozier Allen 

Ryan James Giovanoni    James Michael Giovanoni 

John Christopher Sipher    Pauline S. Barbaro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Mayflower II from the sea. 

Long Beach shaped like a sickle. 

Cynthia Tinney 

and Beth Godfrey 

co-chairs of our 

junior  members . 

Long Beach 

shaped like a 

sickle. 

Cara Toomey, Jennifer MacDonald, Ryan MacDonald and J.T. Toomey. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/dj13h4ok2u03dp8/IMG_6602.JPG
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4juydkiltldjhwl/DSC00048.JPG
https://www.dropbox.com/s/e94bb7d3fhdylai/DSC00019.JPG


If you want  to reach us….. 

Massachusetts Society of mayflower Descendants  

175 Derby St., Unit 13 

Hingham, MA 02043 

781-876-3194 

massmayflower.org 

It’s Pumpkin and Squash Time 

Pumpkin was known as “pompions” (as was all squash) to the Pilgrims. Here is one of the earliest recipes from New Eng-

land , found in a book written by John Josselyn in the 1600’s. He called this recipe a “standing dish” suggesting that it was a 

dish eaten every day at every meal. The Pilgrims diced them ,put about  3 gallons of the pumpkin/squash into a pot and 

stewed them over a  gentle fire all day.  We don’t have to do that.  Here’s an easy modern recipe: 

4 cups of cooked (boiled, steamed or baked) squash/pumpkin, roughly mashed. 

3 tablespoons of butter 

2-3 teaspoons of cider vinegar 

1 or 2 teaspoons of ground ginger 

1/2 teaspoon of salt. 

In a saucepan over medium heat, stir and heat all the ingredients together. Adjust sea-

sonings to your taste. Serve hot. 

 

 

What’s coming up in Plymouth…… 

 

America’s Hometown Thanksgiving Celebration...Friday Nov. 

21 –Sunday Nov.23 

Saturday at 11 am :  T he parade begins  at 11am at Holmes Field on Court Street in North Plymouth and continues 

along Main Street to Water Street. 

Saturday 11am to4pm : Sample chowders, soups, desserts and more at the New England Food Festival. 

Saturday and Sunday :  Visit the heated Crafters’ Pavilions and Kid’s Activity Tent. 



 To our Summer  

   and Fall Juniors    

               

 

                                               JUNE: 

Hannah Keep        Charlotte Sullivan         Justin Gracia        Caroline Tarbell         Taylor Foss       

Annaleigha Akerley        Natasha Ackerley         Samantha Utt         Jeffrey Falardeau        Geoffrey Gavin 

                                                      JULY         

Cara Toomey        Craig Bunker        Reagan Allen         Isaac Bodge         Hailey Upperman        Abigail Herbst               

William Kinden 

                                                       AUGUST 

Jacqueline Toomey        Celeste Keep        Evren Ozbek         Olivia Kent         Halle Hughes        Chase Kozak                        

Zachary West         Jake Neville        Josephine Sulivan         Suzanne Thirault         Thomas Murphy, IV          

Blake Linder        Devin Murphy        Grace Blankenship        Allison Famulare         Kayden Lynch         

Sarah Johnson                                                                 

                                          September    

Aidan Brennan         Maya Cluett        William Dilon        Ryan Arruda        Lilian Lewis        Asa Hernandez                    

Stephen Willard        Liam Murphy        Alice Child          Zachary Gilmore        William McDiarmid                    

Kassidy Traill        Celeste Ross        Ryan Giovanoni 

                                                                October     

William Skelton        Erin Brennan        Layla Soules        Lilian Johnson        Clemens   Emptage                       

Grace Haskell         Karen Tahline        Isabelle Utt        Katherine Murphy        Jacob Trovato  

Johnathan Bishop        Nicholas Bishop 



                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

Did you know ……..? 

The Wampanoag had recipes for skunk? 

There was no Pilgrim Christmas ,Easter or birthdays? 

During the 1500 and 1600’s, the calendar was off by 10 days.? When we look back in time with our Gregorian calendar, the   Pil-

grim’s calendar was 10 days behind ours. 

 

This is what a mayflower looks like 

 

 

If your ancestor is Stephen Hopkins, you have   33   Junior cousins!! 

If your ancestor is Myles Standish,  you have 22  Junior cousins!! 

If your ancestor is Richard Warren, you have  18  Junior cousins!! 

If your ancestor is William Bradford, you have  18  Junior cousins!! 

If your ancestor is Richard Warren, you have  18  Junior cousins!! 

If your ancestor is William Brewster, you have  14  Junior cousins!! 

If your ancestor is John Alden or Thomas Rogers or John Howland, you each have 13 Junior cousins!! 

If your ancestor is Isaac Allerton or Francis Cooke you each have 13 Junior cousins!! 

MORE COUSIN REPORTS IN THE NEXT JUNIOR COMPACT! 

The General  Society of Mayflower Descendants awards a $5000 

scholarship and 2 $2500 scholarships to high school seniors who 

are Mayflower descendants. The deadline for applications is 

April 1. Information and materials for applying are on the GSMD 

website. 

 

The Massachusetts Society offers 2 scholarships to high school seniors. 

The deadline is May 15. Information and materials for applying are on 

the MSMD website. 
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