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In 1620 our Pilgrims set sail for Virginia.. They landed on Cape Cod.

The Question: What changed their destination?
The Answer: Mother Nature.

The Pilgrim Chronicles by Rod Gragg spells out a storm-ridden voyage. " Ferocious stormy seas battered the Mayflower with
giant waves, sending foaming seawater splashing over its decks, while sheets of wind-driven rain pelted the stricken ship relent-
lessly.. halfway between England and the New World, the Mayflower was caught in a deadly North Atlantic gale. According to
William Bradford, 'the ship was [severely shaken], and her upper works were made very leaky.'...At one point, caught in the vio-
lent vortex of gale-force winds and seas, ...waves rolled over the decks, seawater seeped through the vessel's hull, and then...the
massive interior wooden beam supporting the Mayflower's deck began to crack.”

It was that same rough weather in the November North Atlantic that had thrown John Howland off the Mayflower. William
Bradford's Diary tells us that "the winds were so feirce(sic), and the seas so high"..."And in one of them,...a lustie yonge man
coming upon some occasion above the grattings, was, with a seele [roll] of the ship throwne into sea; but it pleased God that he
caught hould of the top-saile halliards, which hunge over board, and rane out at length; yet he held his hould...till he was hald up
by the same rope to the brime of the water, and then with a boathooke and other means got into the ship againe, and his life
saved;"



After 65 days at sea, the Mayflower finally saw land and found itself looking at the sandy soil and dunes of Cape Cod. The Storm-
fax Weather Almanac tells us that the Pilgrims still wanted to reach Virginia and tried to sail around the tip of the Cape. Unfor-
tunately, "the wind and the waves prompted the crew to make landfall out of danger rather than to proceed to their planned des-
tination of New York harbor.” So, they turned around, and clear weather and a mild wind allowed them to land in Provincetown
Harbor on November 21. Weather had dictated their rough passage and their landing. After a difficult December, nearly all histori-
ans describe the winter of 1620-1621 as a mild one. But, it was that difficult December when the Pilgrims were exploring the new
land. The Weather Historian quotes William Bradford as saying: "and for the season it was winter, and they that know the winters
of that country know them to be sharp and violent ,and subject to cruel and fierce storms, dangerous to travel to known places,
much more to search an unknown coast." The men set out anyway, "intending to circulate that deep bay of Cap-Codd, even
though , according to Bradford, "the weather was very could, and it frose so hard as the spread of the sea lighting on their coats,
they were as if they had been glased;"

Eventually, the Pilgrims decided that ,although the Cape had fresh water, it wasn't good enough for a settlement, and so on De-
cember18-19, they set off for Plymouth . Mister Coppin, who had been to the New World before assured them there was a good
harbor there, and so, on December 16, 1620, ten of the men in their shallop headed for Cape Cod Bay. Bradford described the
weather that day. He says it was "very cold ....and the ground was now all covered with snow and hard frozen. ...after some hours
sailing it began to snow and rain and about the middle of the afternoon the wind increased and
the sea became very rough, and they broke their rudder, and it was as much as two good men
could do to steer her with a couple of oars. but their pilot bade them to be of good cheer for he
saw harbor, but the storm increasing and the night drawing on, they bore what saile they could
to get it while they could see. But therewith, they broke their mast in three pieces and their saile
fell overboard..."

December 11, they sailed into Plymouth Bay, saw a freshwater river, a quiet harbor
and a land that had already been cleared. The water was sweet, the soil black and rich,
the bay filled with cod, a harbor deep enough for the Mayflower, and finally a hill, now
called Burial Hill, which would be a perfect location for a fortification. As soon as they
could, they returned to Cape Cod and brought the Mayflower to Plymouth.

Mourt's Relation describes the weather of the next few days. " But the next morning
being Thursday the 21st of December, it was stormy and wet, that we could not go
ashore, and those that remained there all night could do nothing...All that night it blew

and rained extremely; it was so tempestuous that the shallop could not go on land...
Friday, the 22nd, the storm still continued..

Saturday, the 23rd, so many of us who could, went on shore, felled and carried timber.
Sunday the 24th, ...all was quiet..

Monday, the 25th day, we went on shore, some to fell timber, some to saw, some to rive [split], and some to carry...That night we
had a sore storm of wind and rain...

Tuesday, the 26th, it was foul weather, that we could not go ashore.

Wednesday, the 27th, we went to work again."



The rest of the winter of 1620-1621 was mild and the Pilgrims continued to build, plant and create their settlement.

Then in 1623, it wasn't winter weather that caused trouble, but rather a summer drought. In the midst of April of 1623, according
to Edward Winslow's Good Newes From New England, they began to plant, "the weather being then seasonable...giving them
good hopes of after plenty.” Without a good crop, starvation was a possibility. We have to remember that there was no store
where the Pilgrims could go and buy what their crops didn't provide. There was also little hope that ships would arrive with food
stuffs for the Pilgrims. It was often the opposite. Many ships were lost at sea. Others arrived having exhausted all their supplies
and were counting on the people of the New World to feed them.

Unfortunately, Winslow tells us that "... it pleased God for our further chastisement, to send a great drought, insomuch, as in six
weeks after the latter setting [planting],there scarce fell any rain, so that the stalk of that was first set began to send forth the ear
[of corn] before it came to half growth, and that which was later, not like to yield any at all, ...and changing the color in such
Manner as we judged it, utterly dead:, our Beans...many being parched away, as though they had been scorched before the fire."
Through the middle of July, drought was also accompanied by a heat wave.

In great despair, the Pilgrims sat together before the Lord in fasting and prayer, but Winslow continues," But oh the mercy of
God." God heard their pleas and on the morning they all assembled, the day was clear and it seemed as if the drought would
continue. Eight or nine hours later, the sky was overcast and "such soft, sweet, and moderate showers of rain "continued for two
weeks. The crops were saved.

Mother Nature seemed to cooperate for the rest of 1623 and 1624. And then in 1635, New England was hit with one of the worst
hurricanes it has seen. Today we would call it a Category 5. Meteorologists tell us that the 1938 hurricane was the only other
storm that was as devastating to the New England coast.

Every diary recorded the event. William Bradford wrote "this year, the 14 or 15 of August (being Saturday)was such a mighty
storm of wind and raine, as none living in these parts, either English or Indeans, ever saw. Being like ...to Hauricanes and Tuffons
[typhoons] that writers made mention of in the Indeas. It began in the morning, a little before day, and grue not by degrees, but
came with violence in the beginning...It blew downe sundry houses, and uncovered others; diverce vessells were lost at sea...It
caused the sea to swell above 20 foote, right up and downe, and made many of the Indeans to clime into trees for their saftie; it
broke off the borded roof of a house...in Manamet, and floted it to another place, the posts still standing in the ground...It blew
downe many hundred thowsands of trees." Houses went down in Plymouth , too. And the Aptuxet Trading Post in Bourne was
destroyed. John Winthrop wrote of the tidal effects. He said that the Narragansett tide rose 14 feet and drowned 18 Indians who
went flying from their wigwams. Bradford's report also added that "The moone suffered a great eclipse the 2nd night after it."
Bradford was also positive that the signs and marks of the hurricane would remain 100 years. And they did. Even as late as 1685,
one could still see the damage caused by the winds and tides.

One event that stands out from this hurricane concerns a ship owned by Isaac Allerton. It was on its way from Ipswich to Marble-
head. It carried about twenty three planters and sailors and was dashed to pieces on a rocky island off Cape Ann.

Lighthouses on Thacher Island

Thacher Museum



One of the few people who survived the shipwreck was Anthony Thacher. A Book of New England Legends and in Prose and Poetry
recounts his story. Thatcher says "...by a mighty wave | was, with a piece of the bark[boat], washed out upon part of the rock,
where the wave left me almost drowned. " Although Thatcher had pulled his daughter, a cousin and the cousin's son to him on the
rock and was watching his wife trying to get to him, a huge wave washed all of them out to sea. Thatcher rose to the surface to
breathe, and "While | was thus above the water, | saw by me a piece of the mast, as | suppose, about three foot long, which | la-
bored to catch...But suddenly | was overwhelmed with water, and driven to and fro again, and at last | felt the ground with my right
foot." Thatcher 's wife got to him and they went further onto the ground and sat under a cedar tree. Eventually Thatcher went to
look for his children, but never found them either dead or alive. Thacher and his wife were the only survivors.

In Rockport, the general court of Massachusetts granted to Antony Thacher the island that still bears his name. In addition to the
two lighthouses on the island, there is a marker honoring Thacher and those passengers who died that terrible day.

And what about the weather on that first Thanksgiving ? There is no mention of it . Bradford says they feasted for three days.
That’s all. Since the accounts of bad or troubling weather are evident throughout the Pilgrims' writings, with no diary saying any-

thing about the weather on that first Thanksgiving, | think we can assume that it played no part in the celebration.

Weather still commands our attention and impacts our daily life. As students, we eagerly await news that we have a snow day, or
that the weather will be okay and our outside activities are good to go. Adults wait to see if the weather will impact their commute
to work or if maybe they can work from home. Today we get a forecast on our phone and our television, then we plan accordingly.
Most likely we will run to the store for milk and bread and bring them to our homes of safety and warmth. Our 1620 Pilgrims did
not have those options. No stores. No warm home. No way to know a storm was com-

ing until they looked to the sky and saw it approaching. Weather came upon them and

v
all they could do was their best to survive. W‘A
May 18, 2019: Pirates Ashore . In Plymouth |
All information is available online.

June 5, 2019 : Mayflower Book Group . 10 am at the Mayflower 0
House. “Three Visitors to Early Plymouth”

August 7, 2019: Peregrination to the Pequot Museum and Research Center in Connecticut. Cost $20.00 See
page 7 of this Compact.

August 2,9,16 and 23, 2019: Pilgrim Progress. Costumes are provided. Call Cynthia Tinney 1-781-878-5273
for reservations.

August 21, 2019: Book Group. 10 am at the Mayflower House. The Times of Their Lives: Life, Love and
Death in Plymouth Colony by James Deetz. Led by Peggy Baker

October 9, 2019: Book Group. 10 am at the Mayflower House. Before the Mayflower by JL Rose. Led by
Peggy Baker.

November 23, 2019. Thanksgiving Parade and llluminations



JUNIOR

Bennett Mills Nichols
Emma Rose Robertson
Eric Joseph Robertson
Joshua Timothy Nickerson
Cole Grant Nelson
Andrew Riley Blagden
Katherine Riley Blagden
Margo Mackenzie Blagden
Allison Christine Goring
Cates Alan Cunningham
Winnie Louise Cunningham
Louis Arthur Fusaro
Cadance Nicole Jennings
Dominick Clifford Jennings
Hunter Craig Jennings
Addison Jeanne Wozniak
Sara Elizabeth Renda
Sydney Eleanor Renda
Sylvia Foster Renda

Cora Elizabeth Fulcher

Nathan Wertheim

SPONSOR

Elaine Tenney Nichols
Joseph MacKin

Joseph MacKin

Timothy E. Nickerson
Marcia Doane Calusine
Josephine Swan Blagden
Josephine Swan Blagden

Josephine Swan Blagden

Jane Ingraham MacBarron Goring

Louise Hickey Ashby
Louise Hickey Ashby
Jacqueline Fowler Davison
Craig Everett Jennings
Craig Everett Jennings
Craig Everett Jennings
Jeanne Kerrigan
Wendy Sue Renda
Wendy Sue Renda
Wendy Sue Renda
Jared Fulcher

Merrie W. Kaye

ANCESTOR

Myles Standish

Degory Priest

Degory Priest

William Brewster

William White

Mary Chilton/Henry Sampson
Mary Chilton/Henry Sampson
Mary Chilton/Henry Sampson
John Alden

Stephen Hopkins

Stephen Hopkins

John Alden

Myles Standish

Myles Standish

Myles Standish

John Alden

John Alden

John Alden

John Alden

Thomas Rogers

John & Priscilla Alden



JUNIOR

Hadley June Grove-Steele
Henry Michael Grove-Steele
Audrey Catherine Witham
Nicholas Kevin Witham
Michael David Gingrich
Drew Balser Richards
Patrick Lewis Richards
Avery Whitney Dunnett
Isabelle Alexis Raser

Fiona Rose Raser

Vienna Gloria Raser
Nathaniel John Southworth Woods
Avi Herschel Jackson

Cameron Allan McAllister
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SPONSOR

James R. Steele

James R. Steele

Kevin Witham

Kevin Witham

Emma Gingrich
Christopher E. Richards
Christopher E. Richards
Adam W. MacDonald
Raymond C. Raser
Raymond C. Raser
Raymond C. Raser
Ryan Woods

Jerome Donald Jackson

Linda A. Zeitz Lehman

Audrey Myrrhene Crawford-Fleming Stephen A. Crawford

Max Lawrence Larson
Samantha Venator

Sean Venator

Andre Matias Flores

James Finn Wolthers-Penrod
Brianna Marina Ward

Colin Thomas White

Stephen A. Crawford
Margaret Norman Venator
Margaret Norman Venator
Robert C. Randall

James N. Penrod

Roger L. Ward

Thomas Neil Hull 111

ANCESTOR

John Alden

John Alden

Myles Standish

Myles Standish

Thomas Rogers

William Brewster/John Howland
William Brewster/John Howland
John Alden

William Brewster

William Brewster

William Brewster

John Howland

John Tilley

Richard Warren

John Howland

John Howland

William Bradford/John Howland
William Bradford/John Howland
William White

John Alden

Stephen Hopkins

John Alden



COMING In 2020! Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants

College Scholarship

A new scholarship was approved by the Board of Assistants in fall 2018. Recipients must be members of
MSMD, including Junior, Life, and Annual Members. This is a four-year scholarship of $1,000 per year, renewable yearly when the
recipient files proof of satisfactory academic completion of the prior year and continuing enrollment for the following academic
ear. The scholarship can be used at any accredited, non-profit college or university in the United States. A new recipient will be
chosen each year.

Requirements: High school academic achievement as indicated by class standing, Grade point average, Awards, Extracurricu-
larAactivities, Original essay: “My Appreciation of My Pilgrim Heritage” , Special Circumstances of Need

MD awards two scholarships each year.
Francis P. Sears Mayflower Descendant Scholarship: These scholarships are granted from funds left by Francis P. Sears with the

Boston Foundation for the establishment of scholarships for two students who are descended from a Mayflower passenger and
are attending a college or university in one of the six New England states.

The application form and criteria are available at msmd@massmayflower.org

Mail your application form and related materials to the Society postmarked by 1 May.

Thanksgiving Day Awards

These awards are given by the Society in recognition of the Wampanoag Nation's assistance to our Pilgrim ancestors.

The applicant must completely fill out the application form (even if re-applying).

The application form and all criteria are found at msmd@massmayflower.org

Mail your application form and related materials to the Society postmarked by 1 May.

PEREGRINATION

Our peregrination this year will be on Wednesday, August 7, at the Pequot Museum and

Research Center in Connecticut . You may look online to see all this museum has to offer.

For the first time, we will not be subject to the vagaries of weather! Everything is inside and air conditioned.
The cost will be $20 for Adults, $18 for Seniors and $15 for Students, plus an additional $8.00

for an optional workshop.

We need 35 passengers to take a bus. The fee will be $24.00 round trip and will leave from

the Hingham Mayflower office 27 at 9 am and will return by 5 pm.You may drive if you prefer. We will

meet at the Museum at 11 am.

Lunch is available at the museum or you may bring your own.

Please find the application form in the Summer Compact which will arrive in May.
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Return Address

Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
175 Derby Street , Suite 13

Hingham, MA 02043-4036

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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