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No story of the Pilgrims’ early years in the New World is complete without an understanding of the rela-

tionship between the Native Americans and the 

Newcomers. The eastern seacoast was populated 

by many tribes, each with its own customs, lan-

guage, skills, and attitudes toward the Pilgrims. Cer-

tain tribes were antagonistic, but they were often 

justified in their feelings since according to Edward 

Winslow’s “Good Newes from New England “ pub-

lished in 1624, not everyone who came to New Eng-

land came for the same reason Pilgrims or entre-

preneurs did; some were  in legal trouble and Eng-

land shipped them out to get rid of them.   Some of 

Master Weston’s colony “abased themselves by 

indirect means to get victuals from the Indians”. Some of the colony “by night brake the earth, and robbed 

the Indians’ store. This was about the end of February; at which time they had spent all their bread and 

corn, not leaving any for seed, neither would the Indians lend or sell them any more upon any terms. Here-

upon they had thoughts to take it by violence. “ 


