5 The

Volume 28, Issue 1

Comparct

Winter, 2007

Annual Meeting Issue

Greetings:

I am pleased to report that the state of our society
is strong. The year 2006 saw a 26.5% increase in
new members, transfers in and supplementals--the
highest level since the General Society has been
keeping records.

Our focus will continue to be on increasing our
membership with the objective of 4,000 members
by 2009.

With that objective in mind, I am asking again that
each member bring at least two new applicants to
our historian this year. Our historian, Jay Lucas, is
eager to assist you in identifying supplemental lines
to additional Mayflower ancestors.

Elsewhere in the Compact, you will note a new initiative to
strengthen the financial underpinnings of our Society. Our Soci-
ety is one of the largest of the 52 state societies in the General
Society. Our Board of Assistants appreciates your ongoing sup-
port by renewing your yearly membership, by making a gift to
our Annual Fund appeal and now by making a bequest to the
Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants in your will.
Alternately, there are several endowment opportunities available.
For further information on giving, call me at 781-383-6940.

Wigmore A. Pierson, Governor

The speaker at our Annual Meeting will be
Peter Arenstam, Manager, Maritime Arti-
sans, Plimoth Plantation. Peter is a most
engaging speaker and will be talking about
the extensive plans underway to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the arrival of May-
flower II at Plymouth Harbor on June 13,
1957. 1 encourage you to make your reset-
vations early and invite friends, relatives
and potential new members to join you.

The MSMD yeatlong project with the Ge-
nealogical Society of Utah to digitalize all
our lineage papers is nearly complete. We
appreciate and thank our extremely dedi-
cated and hardworking volunteers, Sandy and Dick Webb, for
their work on this pilot project and wish them Godspeed.

And so, my cousins, I conclude this message with a reminder to
promptly send in the coupon to attend our Annual Meeting on
Saturday, April 21. Also, please send me your ideas on how we
can improve our Society and make membership even more at-
tractive to potential members.

Cotdially,
Wigmore A. Pierson, Governor

Annual Meeting Speaker

The speaker at our Annual meeting on Saturday, April 21, 2007 will
be Peter Arenstam who is currently the Manager, Maritime Artisans
Department, Plimoth Plantation.

He is responsible for all repair, restoration, and sailing of the replica
ship "Mayflower II". In addition, Arenstam oversees and pattici-
pates in the making of sails, rigging, hull and deck repairs with a
staff of four and varying numbers of volunteers and interns .

Among other duties and responsibilities, he works with the U. S.
Coast Guatd to keep "Mayflower II" certified to carry passengers
under sail. He serves as mate aboard Mayflower II during sails to

~ Provincetown, Boston and around Cape Cod.

His remarks will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Mayflower 11
which arrived at Plymouth Harbor on June 13, 1957.
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. . . The Compact is published by
e Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
Nomlnatlng Committee Report The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descend
150 Wood Rd Ste 103
o . . . Braintree, MA 02184-2511
The Nominating Committee, appointed by the Board of Assis- (781) 535-6159
tants in accordance with the By-laws, reports the following
nominations for the offices to be filled at the One Hundred and Officers
Eleventh Annual Meeting on the 21st of April 2007.
Governor Wigmore A. Pierson
For Governor Wigmore A. Pierson Deputy Governor Michael H. Studley, Esq.
For Deputy Governor ~ Michael H. Studley, Esq. Secretary Alice L. Mohnkern
For Secretary Alice L. Mohnkern Treasurer Peter F. Stevenson
For Treasurer Judith Chace Needham Historian James W. Lucas
For Historian James W. Lucas Captain Gail E. Terry
For Cﬁptﬁiﬂ Gail E. TCrrY Elder Rev. John McLaughlin
For Elder Rev. J ohn McLaughhn Surgeon Nancy Edwards, M.D.
For Surgeon Nancy Edwards, M.D. Counselor Richard S. Gilmore
For Counselor Richard S. Gilmore )
Assistants
For Assistants: James W. Baker Jane E. Nerney
To 2010: ]ames W. Baker Tuckerman L. Dyer Susan R. Playfair
Bruce R. Bistrian, M.D., PhD Mary R. McCarl Kenneth J. Sutcliffe
TuCkerman L. Dyef Donald F. Nelson Lowell A. Warren, Jr
. Jamie G. Williams
Submitted by:
Vli’glﬂld Mucciaccio. Chairman G. Steven Brown, James W. Lucas, Co-Editors
b
Barbara Dillon All letters, submissions, and photographs to the editor should include a
Harold E CO%g hlin ]7" name and telephone number for verification.
. , 7.
Mgo/ ]ﬂﬂg McArthur The opinions and information contained in any of the letters to the
A Sech editor are strictly those of the writers and are not necessarily in any
nnette Sechen way the opinions of the staff of The Compact or of the Massachusetts
Society of Mayflower Descendants.
The fact that an article or letter appears in The Compact does not in any
way reflect that The Compact, its staff, or the Massachusetts Society of
Mayflower Descendants guarantees the historical accuracy of any in-
P 1 L C formation contained therein.

Why did you join the Society?

Why did you join the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants? Did you feel the pull of history? Were you influenced by rela-
tives or challenged by the genealogy? Share your favorite story with other members of the Society, and, yes, mail (or email) it to your
family and relatives.

Send a copy of your letter to the editors of The Compact, and a committee of volunteers will review the letters. The best one will be
printed in The Compact PLUS you will receive a free copy of an MSMD publication as determined by the Governor.

Tell us why and how you or your ancestor joined the society. What would you tell your descendants about the MSMD?

Some were “born” into membership and it represents a connection from their past to the future. What does that connection mean to
your Do you have a personal letters from parents or grandparents about their MSMD membership that you would like to share?

Some of us came into membership through genealogical research, and I have yet to find a genealogist, amateur or professional, who
did not have a story to share.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Rick Merrill,
Personal Letter Committee
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The Annual Appeal

Patron
Wigmore A. Pierson

Supporters
Nancy Edwards, MD

Thomas D. King, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. K. Prescott Low
Michael Hunt Studley, Esq.

Lowell A. Warren

Donors
Anonymous (4)
Martha B. Binney
Cynthia Bailey Brown
William T. Burgin
Elizabeth Nettleton Cahill
Morton & Sarah Charnley
H. Richard Coughlin
John Walton Dixon
Marion McDonald Dodd
Zelinda Makepeace Douhan
Carl M. Eifler
Herve Derek Fortin
Elizabeth K. Frost
Arthur James Garfield
Richard Standish Gilmore, Esq.
H. C. "Lan" Goodwin
Constance R. Hanscom
Ann Fisher Hare
Arthur C. Hodges
Cynthia B. Jacobson
Sonya G. Jones
William J. Kalinowski
Annah S. Lincoln
Donald F. Nelson
Eleanor Almy Miller Norris
Brian P. Rogan
Marilyn G. Scroth
Alden & Judy Shores
Peter F. Stevenson
Ann Crocker Stockwell
Priscilla R. Sykes
Mark A. Tarbell
Gail E. Terry
Raimund G. Vanderweil,Jr.
Ann H.Webster
Gwendolen White
Robert P. Wildes, Jr.
Eleanor Wiles

Donors

David Bennett McKane

In honor of

Stanley T. Bennett, IT

Clayton S. Robinson
In honor of

G. Elliott Robinson & Elizabeth H.S. Robinson

Friends
Keith Capen Allen
Samuel I. A. Anderson
Thomas O. Andrews
Anna L. Angelini
Anonymous (4)
Scott Andrew Bartley
Loren Batchelder
Ellen H. Bishop
Paula N. Boyd
Lt. Col. Kenneth E. Brown
Robert F. Bunker
Jean Parkinson Carey
M. Joan Catlson
Priscilla Carter
Robert C. Chamberlain
Rosamond Christensen
Gordon & Phyllis Copeland
Claudia E. Cridland
James L. Crispin
Howard W. Crowell
Joy Cullen
Beverly DeWindt
Chatlotte Dill
Barbara Sampson Dillon
Joyce R. Doherty
Sarah J. Drickey
Louis F. Eaton, Jr.
William H. Eaton
Johnathan White Ericson
Barbara S. Gladstone
Alice C. Grady
Mrs. Frederic D. Grant
James A. Greenwood
Jean R. Hall
Roger B. Hathaway
Mary Ann Head
Robert L. Higgins
Evelyn G. Hopkins
Kenneth A. Hopkins
James M. Horney
W. D. Howells, 11
Carolyn Huyett
Patricia Colvin Jordan
Mildred Karabats
Philip Keane
James M. Kerr
Patricia A. Labossiere
Jean Ames Lamphere

Friends
Phil Leto
In honor of
Bernard

Joanne Linskey
In honor of
Virginia Brooks Bambrick
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Friends
Chatles B. Langley
Carol A. Lemieux
Ann S. Lincoln
Robert S. Linden
Elizabeth M. Macfarlane
John R. MacKenzie
Marjorie A. Mann
John R. Mayo
Ruth Patterson McCarthy
Rev. John N. McLaughlin
Alice L. Mohnkern
Paul S. Mohnkern
Bette C. Mott
Judith Chace Needham
Harold F. Ordway
Linda Osborne
Andrew & Elizabeth Parkinson
Carol W. Perlman
Francis A. Perry
Carrie B. Pierson
Edward L. Pierson
Elizabeth B. Pierson
Morgan W. Pierson
Susan Playfair
Patricia M. Repucci
Frances D. Ricketson
Marie Ross
Carol S. Sakata
Chatles E. Seaman
Robert B. Severy
Donna R. Shannon
Robert F. Silva
Caroline Smith
Edward Bradford Smith
Augustus W. Soule, Jr.
Jacqueline Snow Staples
Norman Straffin
Jeanne W. Swiszcz
Donald L. Thatcher
Lisa & David Tompson
Olive H. Tuttle
Dorothy R. Wagstaff
Howard Waterman
Patience White, MD
Virginia Lee Wiesman
Wheaton Wilbar
Henry N. Winslow

Designated

Jean Mirick
Children's Education Fund

Margot S. Grosvenor
Digitizing

Continued on page 5
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New Members Approved

We are pleased to welcome these new members to our society

Descendants of John Alden

Marjorie Lucas (Holmes) Batson Duxbury, MA
Lucas Anthony Capachin Norfolk, MA
Kimberly Beth Christie Needham, MA

Richard Campbell Badger Clark
Miriam Alison (Jenks) Hobart
Marjorie Ruth (Elkins) Kruszewski
William Spenard Larned

Wesley Ray McLaughlin

Frances Maxwell (Kendall) Moon

Osterville, MA
Rochester, MA
Palm Desert, CA
South Chatham, MA
Saranac Lake, NY
Peabody, MA
Attleboro, MA
Plympton, MA
Wrentham, MA
Wrentham, MA

James Henry Moore
Zachary George Nix
Benjamin Michael Pflum

Emily Lynn Pflum

Descendants of Isaac Allerton

Christopher Peter Guild Dunn
Jeffrey Doubleday Dunn

Boston, MA
Boston, MA
Whitinsville, MA
Whitinsville, MA
Riverside, RI

Benjamin Antonio Hernandez
Samuel Maurice Hernandez

Jennifer Maria (Hernandez) Peach

Descendants of William Bradford

Elizabeth Boehm South Chatham, MA

Morton Moseley Charnley, Jr. Rockford, MI

Descendants of William Brewster

Pride's Crossing, MA
Pittsfield, MA

Lewis Stetson Allen

Albert Dwight Knight, Jr.

William Francis Lyons, Jr. Hudson, MA

John Martin Richardson Greenfield, MA

Robert Lyle Webb, Jr. Hopkinton, MA
Descendants of Francis Cooke

Ruth Helen (Taber) Bohannon Needham, MA

Mary Elizabeth (Wordell) Marchetti East Dennis, MA
Descendant of Edward Doty

Susan (Joralemon) Macartney Wakefield, RI

Descendants of Francis Eaton
Linda Susan Taber West Newton, MA

Peter Kenneth Taber-Simonian West Newton, MA

Descendant of Edward Fuller

Gordon Niles Pierce Pocasset, MA

Descendants of Samuel Fuller

Samuel Peter Mlynarski
Sharon Elizabeth (Weyler) Mlynarski

Newburyport, MA
Newburyport, MA

Descendants of Stephen Hopkins

Deborah Fidelia (Crosby) Bray Matietta, GA

Dean Forrester Cobos Rowley, MA

Marilyn King Cross Newton, MA

Elaine (Richardson) Leahy Stoughton, MA
Descendants of John Howland

Cynthia Bailey Brown Brockton, MA

Anne Marben (Peterson) Diehm Ocean Shores, WA
Brett Everett Haase
Richard King Hamlen, Jr.

James Francis McGillen 11

Montgomery, IL
West Roxbury, MA
Osterville, MA

Jean Elizabeth (Ward) Stephenson Chicopee, MA
Descendants of Richard More
Thomas Alonzo Watkins Philadelphia, PA

William Christopher Watkins Sherman Oaks, CA

Descendant of Degory Priest

Heather Alice Burtwell Attleboro, MA

Richard Thomas Devin Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Meredith Diana Herlet Hanson, MA
Descendants of Thomas Rogers

Susan Marie Anderson New York, NY

Michael Paul Fulcher Hyannis, MA

Donna Ruth Withee Jacobs New York, NY

Dorothy Ann (Rauha) McGillen
Matlene (Hutcheon) Millar

Osterville, MA
Glasgow, Scotland, UK
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New Members .
Continuned In Memorl am

Descendant of Henry Samson We report with sorrow the deaths of the following members,

but rejoice in the faith of our ancestors that they are safe in

Cathleen Ann (Littlefield) Gould
the eternal love of God.

Plymouth, MA

Descendants of George Soule

Lynette Suzanne (Cobun) Fallon

John Douglas Pinney, MD

Descendants of Myles Standish

Priscilla Alden Batson
Richard Edgar Talmadge

Descendant of John Tilley

Anne Rozelle (Jones) Stinnett

Descendant of Richard Warren

Priscilla Frances (Davis) Runkle

Descendants of William White

Hilary Ellen (Felt) Cook

Chatrlotte Anne (Underwood) Smith

South Hamilton, MA
Hingham, MA

West Bridgewater, MA

Chelmsford, MA

North Billerica, MA

Sandwich, MA
Rockport, MA

Novato, CA

Eugene H. Barrows
Edna Todd Bixby
Marion S. Collyer

Janice E. Curry

Verna A. Dearruda

Howard R. Ford
Paul Albert Graeter
Jeannette R. Hanlon
Cora S. Hart

Robert M. Jenney
Dorothy Keane
Pearle 1. Melanson
Herbert Sylvester Partridge
Russell A. Reed
Angela B. Shea
Ruth Starratt Williams
Claire Wood

The Annual Appeal

Continued from page 3

Donors

Norm & Joyce Bottenberg
In memory of
Robert & Amy Wood Harvey

Mrs.William Elfers
In memory of
Her Husband, William Elfers

Robert S. Rounsevell

In memory of
Rufus White Rounsevell

Faith A. (Jenney) Senecal
In memory of
her father, George E. Jenney

Gene & Marguerite Shreve
In memory of
Daniel Russell 111,
Descendant of Thomas Rogers

Friends

Joyce Hemenway Brown
In memory of
Bessie Jane Hemenway

Dorothy Albaugh Caspersen
In memory of
Marjorie Albaugh Parker

Annette Delano
In memory of
Ray O. Delano, Jr.

Dorothy T. Dobie
In memory of
My Thatcher Ancestor

Roberta O. Fox
In memory of
Vera C. O'Brien

Betty Jane Hannigan
In memory of
Dr. George & Marion Whiting

Jean Porter McMillen
In memory of
B. Priscilla Porter

Friends

Virginia Mucciaccio
In memory of
Henry Mucciaccio & Tina True

Eva L. Reed
In memory of
Russell A. Reed

Dorothy Copeland Reposa
In memory of
Ralph K. Copeland

Donna Hersey Sandin
In memory of
Fairlee Towsley Hersey

Judith E. Sylvia
In memory of
Susan Taber Andrews

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Waleryszak
In memory of
Mabelle Baker Brooks
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Giving to the Massachusetts Society

The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
is one of the largest state hereditary societies in the
world dedicated to perpetuating the memory and line-
age of our Pilgrim ancestors who established the first
government on earth by the people, of the people and
tor the people.

Share that vision and give a gift to assure in perpetuity
the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
by including a bequest to the Massachusetts Society of
Mayflower Descendants in your will.

Make your bequest by giving the following language to
your attorney: “To the Massachusetts Society of May-
tlower Descendants I give __ % of my residuary es-
tate.” Or you can name a fixed dollar amount. Please
contact us if you would like more information. Thank
you.

Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants

150 Wood Rd Ste 103
Braintree, MA 02184-2511

Send information on including the Massachusetts Society of
Mayflower Descendants in my will.

I have already included the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants

in my will.

—— Send information on a Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants

Charitable Gift Annuity

Name:

Address:

City/Town:

State/Prov. ZIP/Postal Code:

Telephone: (

Email:
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An Open Letter to Native Americans

As Governor of the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower
Descendants, I am pleased to congratulate the Mashpee
Wampanoag Tribe on their recognition as a sovereign Na-
tive American nation by the U.S. Intetior Department's
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Nearly 400 years ago, 102 people crowded onto a small
merchant vessel called "Mayflower" and set sail secking
freedom from religious persecution in England. They
were humble and deeply spiritual men, women and chil-
dren. Decades later, they came to be called Pilgrims, a
name they never called themselves.

After a perilous ocean journey, they anchored off Cape
Cod until they could locate a suitable area to site their col-
ony. While still aboard, 41 of the male passengers signed
what came to be called the Mayflower Compact, consid-
ered the first document ever to describe a governance by,
for and of the people. In late December of 1620, they
came ashore at an area first called Plymouth by the ex-
plorer Capt. John Smith.

The Pilgrims, who lost half their number during that first
difficult year, probably would not have survived at all
without the assistance of the Wampanoags, particularly
from the great Sachem Massasoit and his interpreter
Squanto.

Squanto had learned English after surviving capture by an
earlier expedition, which landed him in Spain. He escaped
to England and eventually made his way back home. He
taught the Pilgrims how and where to catch the abundant
eels, how to use herring as fertilizer for corn and how to
plant other crops indigenous to southeastern Massachu-
setts.

Massasoit and Governor William Bradford maintained
generally respectful, peaceful and mutually beneficial rela-
tions between their two peoples while they both lived.
Massasoit even attended and celebrated Bradford's wed-
ding to widow Alice Southworth in August 1623.

It was only after both men died that relations between the
peoples degenerated, culminating in open conflict be-
tween colonists and Native Americans in King Philip's
War of 1675-76. It was the large influx of settlers in the
intervening decades and the second and third generations
of leaders on both sides who failed to uphold the views of
Bradford and Massasoit.

Governor Bradford often complained about the lack of
spiritual life of those who came after the Pilgrims. Author
Nathaniel Philbrick in his bestseller "Mayflower" writes"...
it was the material rewards of this life that increasingly
became the focus of the Pilgtims' children and grandchil-
dren."

Also according to Philbrick, Massasoit before he died ex-
pressed the hope"...that there might be love and amity
between his sons and them (the Pilgrims) as there had
been betwixt himself and them in former times."

Today, in recognition and appreciation for the assistance
granted to our ancestors by the Wampanoag people, the
Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants annu-
ally awards two college scholarships of $1,500 each to
high school graduates from the Wampanoag community.

Wigmore A. Pierson, Governot,
Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants

Elder

The Board of Assistants is in need of an

Newsletter Editor

The Compact has been edited by Jay Lucas and Steve

Elder. Rev. McLaughlin is staying on
until a replacement can fill the office.
“The Elder shall be a regularly ordained
elder, bishop, minister or deacon of a
Christian church.” Interested members

HELP
WANTED

Brown for the past ten years. In every organization,
change in participation is vital to its growth. Due to
other growing commitments, Jay and Steve wish to
step down and let someone new take a fresh look at
The Compact. Any member who is interested may

are asked to contact the Society office

MSMD @massmayflower.org

contact the office or the editors. The current editors
will be happy to answer any questions about the publica-
tion of the newsletter.

g.steven.brown@rcn.com,
MSMD @massmayflower.org
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The History of the Massachusetts Society

Written by Alicia Crane Williams, published in 1996 by the Society.
The first in a series of installments, 1890 -1910.

The first annual meeting of the Massachusetts Society of May-
flower Descendants was held on November 21, 1896, at the
Tuileries in Boston. Such illustrious people as Governor Roger
Wolcott, Mayor Josiah Quincy (III) of Boston, Charles Eliot of
Harvard, and historian Justin Winsor were invited. None came.
Among those who did attend that first dinner were Winslow
Warten, Collector of the Port of Boston; Arthur Lotrd, Presi-
dent of the Pilgrim Society; Henry E. Cooper, Minister of For-
eign affairs for Hawaii; and the Marquis Paul de Rousiers. Out
of a total membership of about one hundred at that time, fifty-
five members joined with forty guests to enjoy dinner, music
and various addresses.

Typical of the large dinner meetings held in the early years of
the society is the report given in the Boston Evening Transcript
of November 22, 1900, which described the walls of the State
Suite of the Vendome Hotel decorated with the Flags of Eng-
land, Holland, and the United States. Beside each plate on the
tables was a tiny dish with four grains of corn “to emphasize
the contrast between the want of the Pilgtim fathers and the
plenty in which their sons and daughters live.” Menu cards were
illustrated with pictures and the text of the Compact, and at the
lower end of the hall, partially hidden by screens, was a quintet
from the Boston Symphony Orchestra. The menu for the 1905
celebration of the signing of the Compact included Cape oys-
ters, bisque of lobster aux soufflés, consomme printaniere, fried
smelts with tartar sauce, pommes Italienne, roast Philadelphia
capon with cranberry sauce, filet of beef with marron sauce,
hubbard squash, string beans, créme de menthe punch, sweet-
breads en croustades, pear fritters glace au cognac, harlequin ice
cream, assorted cake, fruit, cheese, and coffee. Speakers at the
annual dinners were usually trotted out in droves to make
“short” remarks, rather than featuring one speaker on one sub-
ject as is common now. Subjects centered on the bravery and
putity of the Pilgrims or the responsibilities of their descen-
dants to carry on the morality and character of their forefathers
in a changing world, such as the following by Winslow Warren:

[The Pilgrims’] love of liberty and of law and order, recognizing
the responsibility to a higher power above, has been inherited
by their descendants. It is our duty to see that Massachusetts is
true to that spirit ... What the country needs is a sense of its
history. There are no heroes to the unheroic. The Mayflower
crossed not only the ocean, but the centuries.

Speakers were usually prominent people in local or state arenas
of politics, history, education, or culture including Hosea M.
Knowlton, Attorney General of Massachusetts, Prof. Albert
Bushnell Hart of Harvard, Elmer Capen of Tufts, incorporator
Charles Francis Adams, and Katharine Lee Bates of Wellesley
College.

There were also occasional meetings with a speaker reading a
prepared paper followed by a reception. These were usually at-
tended by one hundred to two hundred people and subjects in-
cluded “The Relation of the Pilgrims to Their Times,” “The Pil-
grim and the Puritan,” “Colonial and Revolutionary Society
Life,” “The Cheerful Side of the Pilgrim Character,” “The Pil-
grims, the Foundation Builders of the Republic,” “Some New
England Women of Colonial Days,” and “The Myth of Mary
Chilton.”

Excursions outside of Boston drew from thirty to seventy-five
people who would take a special car on the train from Boston to
the nearest station and travel by boat, electric car, or carriage
from there. In May of 1897 members went to Plymouth where
barges carried them to the Pilgrim monument, Plymouth Rock,
Burial Hill, and so forth. Dinner was served at the Samoset
House, and Plymouth historian, William T. Davis, spoke on
“Pilgrim Anniversaries of Former Days.” In June of 1899 they
journeyed to Squantum Inn, Quincy (fare from Boston by
steamer ten cents, by train and electric car, 11 cents), where they
had a shore dinner. June 1900 saw members traveling to Dux-
bury to visit Powder Point, Duxbury Beach, the Standish Monu-
ment, etc. In June 1903 they gathered at Salem to view the only
extant Mayflower gravestone (that of Richard More), and a Sep-
tember 1905 pilgrimage led to the Society’s small lot, referred to
as the “Bradford Meerstead,” and other sights in Kingston.

Celebrating Forefathers Day (December 21 st, the day the May-
flower landed in Plymouth - as opposed to November 21 st
when it reached Provincetown and the Compact was signed) was
George Ernest Bowman’s idea. One of the first recorded cele-
brations of the Pilgrims by their descendants was on Forefathers
Day in 1799. In February of 1899, at a special meeting, Bowman
read an account of the “Feast of the Sons of the Pilgrims” on
that occasion one hundred years before. The idea was well-
received and in December of 1900 a service was held at the Cen-
tral Church in Boston complete with an original song, The
Breaking Waves Dash’d High. Kings Chapel, Trinity Church,
First Church, Arlington Street Church and Mt. Vernon Church
each held services in the next six years. The 1905 address by the
Reverend Albert Parker Fitch at Mount Vernon Church was
printed in The Mayflower Descendant:

The consciousness of a great past is a precious inheritance and a
powerful incentive for a nation ... Let us meditate upon this
thought that the true descent is the unbroken transmission of
spirit, vision and ideal ... Am I true to my inheritance ... I have
received these national ideals, these public gifts of the spirit of
popular government, universal education, religious liberty, noble
responsibility for the best interests of man kind ... Success is

(Continued on page 9)
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History of the Society

(Continued from page 8)

measured, not by what we achieve for ourselves, but by what we
achieve for others ... These are the things and the only things, :
members of the Society of Mayflower Descendants, which give :

you the right to the high ancestry you claim.

After the Society’s move to Mt. Vernon Street in 1906, more :
informal monthly “at-home” days at the Society’s rooms, featur- :

ing tea and light refreshments, were begun.

In addition to social events, the society began publication in :
1899 of the quarterly magazine The Mayflower Descendant, ed- :
ited by George Ernest Bowman. Recognized as the most au- :
thoritative publication on Mayflower genealogy, the magazine :
gave the society a reputation for genealogical accuracy and integ- :
rity. Bowman’s vision was to present genealogies of the May-
flower passengers that exhausted every available source of infor-
mation. A smaller section of the magazine called Pilgrim Notes :
and Queries was briefly published independently. Books of tran- :
scriptions of town vital records for Brewster, Halifax, and Truro
were also produced, as were epitaphs from graveyards in King- :
ston, Yarmouth, and Yarmouthport, and a reprint of Governor :

Bradford’s letterbook.

The Society’s first offices were rented rooms at 623 Tremont :
Building. They later moved into 53 Mt. Vernon Street, where :
they stayed for twenty-three years until the building on 9 Walnut :
Street was purchased. Bowman began an ambitious acquisitions
program beginning with the item that is still the Society’s most :
valuable possession. The Brewster Book, a wast or blank book :
containing records, letters, lists, commissions, and children’s :
drawings, had apparently been part of Elder William Brewster’s
estate and the main entries had been kept by his son Jonathan :
Brewster. It was donated to the Society by Cordilla W. Fitch of :
Morrisville, Vermont, who had inherited it. Mr. Fitch also do-
nated the second most important manuscript in the Society’s :
collection, the diary of Jabez Fitch Jr., kept between 1749 and :

1812.

More of our history is available at:
www.massmayflower.org/aboutus/history.htm
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My First Compact Day

Cynthia Bailey Brown

My first copy of “The Compact” arrived in October with the
promise of a feast and fellowship in Raynham on the 11t of
November. But my papers had not arrived in the mail and I
couldn’t find my name amongst the list of newly elected mem-

bers. What to do?

A quick inquiry to the office assured that certainly I was in-
vited to attend; it being only a matter of time before the appli-
cation would be reviewed. I made a reservation and tried to
memorize the words of The Compact.

Then on a beautiful fall Saturday morning I started out with
my nearby friend, Marilyn Ameduri (John Billington), with
whom T play in the Plymouth Philharmonic Orchestra. We
found seats at a table and began lively conversations with
those around us.

After the officers were introduced and had spoken we had our
dinner followed by a riveting account of some of the early
Boston women accused of witcheraft. This was given by Bren-
ton Simons, CEO of the NEHGS who has discovered that all
these women had two things in common. They all were in-
volved somehow in medicine and all had had problems getting
along with neighbors or the community in general.

An announcement was then made that one person’s “papers”
had just been approved and had arrived from Plymouth. I was
so surprised and excited to hear MY name called! It was very
moving for me to accept my membership right there before
the entire assembly. Imagine my joy when we continued with
the roll call and I could stand up for my newly found ances-
tors!

The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants has
given me an opportunity to come closer to my heritage and
learn about the people and events that shaped the eatly years
of our country. I await with anticipation the next geographical
or historical discovery which no doubt will be “just around the

bend”.

Our Library is in Need of Your Help

We need your financial help! The MSMD
Library has multiple volumes of journals in
need of binding. Loose copies are subject
to being misplaced, torn, or lost. A recent
reorganization of our library gives us an
opportunity to start permanently binding
these copies so that they can be preserved.
Unfortunately, there are insufficient funds
in the yearly budget to accomplish this
goal. We have 275 volumes in need of
binding at a cost of $15 per volume. We
also hope to buy missing issues for our

collection bringing in 100 additional volumes.
It will cost $4200 to bind our current journals.
To fill in the gaps will cost approximately
$1000 more to buy and $1500 to bind. There-
fore, our goal is $7000 to complete this special
project. If you would like to donate funds to
this worthy project, please send your check to
MSMD, 150 Wood Rd., Ste. 103, Braintree
MA 02184 with a notation of “Journal Bind-
ing” on the memo line. Please help us im-
prove our library that is open to the public for
the benefit of researching Mayflower ancestry.
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Long Term Members

The Membership Committee is delighted to honor those who
for so long have perpetuated the memory of our Pilgrim ances-
tors, have maintained and defended the principles of civil and
religious liberty and cherished the ideals and institutions of
American freedom. We cherish our members who have been so

faithful.

80 Years
Peter D. Fuller
Ann Crocker Stockwell
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50 Years
Audrey Stedman Anderson
Elizabeth Waines Barnhart

Kenneth E. Bemis, Jr.
David D. Bidwell
Cutler D. Bowes
Rodney D. Bowes

Theodore M. Buck
Flower S. Buhrmaster
Albert A. Clark
Thomas R. Hale, Esq.

70 Years J. Bradford Harlow, Jr.
Rev. McCrea H. Cobb W. Fitc‘h Ingersoll, Jr.
Adelaide Burr Oursler Frederick W. Lyman

James F. Wilman

W. Howard Mayo, I11

Elizabeth Crocker McMullan
Frankland W. Miles, Jr.
Harrison L. Moore
Eleanor Miller Nottis
Allen B. Pineo
Chatlotte Thrall Pope
Ralph A.. Powers, Jr.
Scott C. Shea
Jane Bidwell Stone
Chaning S. Swan, II
Chatles L. Swan, 111
Theodore A. Swanson

60 Years
Phyllis Green Baker
Helen C. Belcher
Benjamin B. Brewster
John Campbell Burton
Cornelia Lee Carey
Stephen W. Carey, IV
Carol Young Gardner
Joanne Williams Hartley
Elizabeth Parrish Lindsey
Barbara Williams Titus

Daphne Milbank White HelenhThrva(l/I Torr.ey
Cynthia Ferres Wilkins Jonathan ettst?ln
Carol Anne White

Western Massachusetts

Members of the Board of Assistants have heard that there is some interest in having gatherings of members of the Massachusetts So-
ciety of Mayflower Descendants in the western part of the commonwealth. What is not known is the number of people who are in-
terested in such meetings. If you would want to attend fellowship meetings with other MSMD members in the area, please contact
the office at MSMD@massmaflower.org. If you are interested in making arrangements and coordinating such a gathering, please
make yourself known.

Micn':eelt:
Dedhan MapPoint Dedham Country & Polo Club, Dedham, MA
QLIntr
and Pnl?; 5 %
Club 2 Directions:
& irections:
'% @%@Sf \sé%' &
& DedhamCountry 8 Polo-Clu From Route 1-95 North or South take Exit
& g " @ @ 16B onto High Street towards Westwood. Take the
é; 3 il first right onto Grove Street. Follow the signs to the
R % e # Dedham Country & Polo Club.
&2 e
i Aﬁ
ERO0E MicHsaf Colp @Doamﬁumq,andfﬂrm,lnc. S@ﬂ@\
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Your reservation must reach the office by Tuesday, April 17th, 2006.

Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants, 150 Wood Rd Ste 103, Braintree, MA 02184-2511.

Name: 111th Annual Meeting
Address:
City: State/ Prov. : Zip /Postal Code:
Ancestor (s):
Guest (s):
Total ___ Dinner (s) @ $ 30.00 each. Children’s Meal (s) __ @13.00 each
Check made payable to MSMD $ .00

Annual Meeting Notice

111t Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
Saturday, April 21, 2006

The One Hundred and Eleventh Annual Meeting, for the election of officers and for the transaction of other such
business as may properly come before the meeting, will be held at:

Dedham Country & Polo Club
124 Country Club Rd
Dedham, Massachusetts

The Nominating Committee Report will be presented for action at the Meeting. Following the business meeting, Peter
Arenstam, Manager, Maritime Artisans Department, Plimoth Plantation, will speak. His topic will be celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the sailing of Mayflower 11, which arrived in Plymouth Harbor on June 13, 1957.

The menu for the 111t Annual Meeting is listed below with the reservation form located at the top of the page. Reser-
vations must be returned to the office not later than Tuesday, April 17, 2006. The mailing address is listed on the res-
ervation form.

Cash Bar 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Luncheon 12:30 PM
Adults Children
Salad Greens with Crumbled Chevre & Vinaigrette Dressing Chicken Fingers
Chicken Marsala French Fries
Rice Pilaf Ice Cream
Fresh Asparagus
Raspberry Sorbet

Coffee, Tea
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The Back Page

The Compact develops from the a collection of meeting information, new mem-
ber lists, death notices, a message from the governor, related events, Pilgrim and Native
American news. The editors collect the material into desktop publishing software, to as-
semble each issue. After a week of proofing, red ink, proofing, more red ink, moving and
finishing, the issue is electronically sent to the printing contractor. In about ten days the
printer has printed, assembled, tabbed, and inkjetted the address information on about
3,500 copies. The trays of automation presorted newsletters are then delivered to the
Postal Service. The international and nonstandard mail is hand processed by the editors
and mailed.

Before each issue is mailed, the office manager inspects the member database,
then forwards the current mailing file to the editors, who form it into Computer Aided
Sort System software that is approved by the Postal Service. A few years ago the rejects
were many. Today there are only six domestic addresses that are not barcode ready. Mrs
Mucciaccio has performed an admirable service on this project, resulting in a healthy sav-
ing in postage costs to the Society.

G. Steven Brown, Co-Editor

bttp://www.massmayflower.org




